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Dear teachers,
In this issue, I am thrilled to share the remarkable story of Dr. Gladys B. West with you and 

your students. Dr. West is a mathematician whose top-secret work in the 1960s and 1970s led to 

the invention of GPS—a technology that has completely transformed the way we live. West went 

largely unrecognized until recent years, and it’s an honor to bring her story to your classroom.

If you’re looking for more stories for Women’s History Month, be sure to check out our new 

Special Collection at Scope Online. 

As always, please feel free to reach out to me anytime. I would love to hear from you. 

Warmly,

Kristin 

Kristin Lewis
Editorial Director
KELewis@Scholastic.com
Twitter: @_KELewis

The writing prompt 
that accompanies 
the infographic is 

a fantastic way to 
engage parents and caregivers.

—Adee Braun,  
Managing Editor

What’s more fun than a 
Sherlock Holmes play?  
Not much, I’d say, not 

much. Now, how can I 
apply to this Red-Headed League?

—Jennifer Dignan, Senior Editor  
(and proud redhead)

Your students will love this 
issue’s thrilling cover story 
about the Tri-State Tornado 

of 1925. Lauren Tarshis’s 
descriptive writing is truly masterful.

—Lauren Salisbury,  
Education Editor

NEED HELP? EMAIL MAGAZINECS@SCHOLASTIC.COM OR CALL 1-800-SCHOLASTIC.
A SUPPLEMENT TO SCOPE

A Special Story for 

Women’s History Month

Have you  activated  
your digital subscription? It’s easy!  

Go to scope.scholastic.com,  
click “log in,” and follow the prompts to 

confirm your subscription.

Editor Faves

You now have until 
March 31 to lock in your 
savings and get the same low 
price that you had last year.

Early Bird Pricing Extended! 
Digital-only 

subscriptions 

available!

Go to:  
www.scholastic.com/buy-scope

Enter code 3284 when you order  
or mention it when you call.

Turn the page  

to see everything that 

comes with this issue!
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Your March 2021 Issue at a Glance
 Story  Summary  Skills and Standards**  Multimedia  Skill Building Activities  More Resources

Grammar, pp. 2-3 

”The Secret Lives of Video 
Game Characters”

Students practice using is and are while 

learning about beloved video game 

characters.

Featured Skill: conventions of standard English 

CCSS: L.3
 Video: Grammar Hack:  

Is and Are
More practice with is and are

Lesson plan

Text-to-speech

Answer key

Narrative  
Nonfiction, pp. 4-10

“The Tornado That 
Changed America”

Through the eyes of an 11-year-old 

survivor, this gripping narrative tells 

the story of the Tri-State Tornado, the 

deadliest single tornado strike in U.S. 

history.

� Featured Skill: author’s craft

CCSS: R.1, R.2, R.3, R.4, R.5, R.7, W.2, SL.1, L.4, L.5, L.6

 Audio: Article and vocabulary

 Video: Author Chat 

• Preparing to Write:  

Analyzing Author’s Craft

• Close-Reading &  
Critical-Thinking Questions

• Nonfiction Elements*
• Video Discussion Questions

• Vocabulary:  
Definitions & Practice

• Choice Board
• Quiz*

• Core Skills: Summarizing*, 

Text Features, Text Structure,  

Text Evidence*, Mood

Lesson plan

Text-to-speech

Lower Lexile  

Spanish version

Answer key

Debate: Scavenger  
Hunt, pp. 11-13

“Should You Get Paid to 
Recycle?”

Michelle thinks that people should 

get paid to recycle bottles and cans. 

Jack disagrees. Who makes the better 

argument?

Featured Skill: analyzing arguments

CCSS: R.1, R.2, R.4, R.6, R.8, W.1, W.4, W.5, SL.1, L.4, L.6
 Audio: Debate and vocabulary

• Vocabulary:  
Definitions & Practice

• Scavenger Hunt*
• Essay Kit

Lesson plan

 Text-to-speech

Answer key

Drama, pp. 14-18

Sherlock Holmes 
and the Mystery of the  

Red-Headed League

Students will love performing this 

delightful adaptation of the famous 

Sherlock Holmes mystery “The Red-

Headed League.”

Featured Skill: key ideas and details

CCSS: R.1, R.2, R.3, R.5, R.7, R.10, W.2, W.9, SL.1, SL.2, L.4, L.6

 Audio: Vocabulary

 Podcast: The Sherlock Holmes 

Challenge

• Preparing to Write:  
Plan Your Scene

• Close-Reading &  
Critical-Thinking Questions

• Vocabulary:  
Definitions & Practice

• Choice Board
• Quiz*

• Core Skill: Inference
 Lesson plan

Text-to-speech

Answer key

Paired Texts, pp. 19-23

“Did You Use the GPS on Your 
Phone Today?” and “Five Ways 

GPS is Changing the World”

A nonfiction article introduces Dr. Gladys 

B. West, a mathematician who played 

a crucial role in the creation of GPS. An 

informational text explores the impact 

GPS has had on our world.

Featured Skill: synthesis

CCSS: R.1, R.2, R.3, R.4, R.5, R.6, R.7, R.9, W.2, SL.1, SL.2, L.4, L.5, L.6
 Audio: Articles and vocabulary

• Preparing to Write:  
Gladys West’s Postage Stamp

• Close-Reading &  
Critical-Thinking Questions

• Vocabulary

• Choice Board
• Quiz*

• Core Skill: Central Ideas and 

Details*

Lesson plan

Text-to-speech

Answer key

Fiction In a Flash, pp. 24-25

“The Cloud”

After reading a creepy story, students 

complete an activity focused on setting, 

then write their own stories.

Featured Skill: setting

CCSS: R.1, R.2, R.3, R.4, R.5, R.6, W.3, L.4, L.5, L.6

 Audio: Story 

 Vocabulary Slideshow

 Video: Author Read-Aloud 

• Narrative Planner
• Choice Board

Lesson plan

Text-to-speech

Answer key

Short Read, pp. 26-27

“How to Save a Baby Puffin” 

This bite-sized article explores how a 

group of volunteers in Newfoundland, 

Canada, rescues baby puffins.

Featured Skill: constructed response

CCSS: R.1, R.2, R.4, W.1, W.4, W.5, L.4, L.6
 Audio: Article and vocabulary

• The Short Write Kit
• Vocabulary:  

Definitions & Practice

• Quiz*

Lesson plan

Text-to-speech

Answer key

You Write It, pp. 28-29

Interview: “Delivering 
Kindness” 

Students turn our interview with

Nolan Mejia, a 17-year-old who started 

a grocery delivery service for senior 

citizens, into their own articles.

Featured Skills: summarizing, key ideas 

 CCSS: R.1, R.2
• Writing Planner

Lesson plan

Text-to-speech

Answer key

Model text

Infographic, p. 32

“Life Before Smartphones”

After analyzing our infographic about life 

before smartphones, students interview 

an adult and use the interview and the 

infographic to write an article.

Featured Skills: interpreting visual text, supporting a claim

CCSS: R.1, R.7, W.1
• Writing Planner

Lesson plan

Text-to-speech

Answer key

To get your online resources,  
you will need to register at 

scope.scholastic.com. 

* Available on two levels** Common Core Anchor Standards. For grade-level-specific Common Core standards as well as Texas State Standards, go to Scope Online.

Find your 
lesson plans 

at Scope 
Online!

Print,  
project,  
or share 
digitally!
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scope.scholastic.com

The Sherlock Holmes 
Challenge!  

After reading this issue’s Sherlock 

Holmes play, students can listen to 

our podcast at Scope Online. They’ll 

hear a mini-mystery and—using 

Holmesian powers of observation—

try to solve it.

Author Chat
In this special video, author 

Lauren Tarshis gives your 

students a window into the 

writing and research process 

behind this issue’s cover story.

New Collection: 
Women’s History

Our dazzling new collection features stories, 

plays, and works of nonfiction about 

amazing women throughout history—just in 

time for Women’s History Month.
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What to Love This  
Month at Scope Online 

MAURICE R. ROBINSON, 1895-1982, FOUNDER
POSTAL INFORMATION: SCHOLASTIC SCOPE (ISSN 0036-6412; in Canada, 2-c no. 9230) is published monthly in SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, FEBRUARY, MARCH, APRIL, MAY and bimonthly DECEMBER/
JANUARY, 8 issues total, by Scholastic Inc., 2931 East McCarty St., P.O. Box 3710, Jefferson City, MO 65102. CANADIAN ADDRESS: Scholastic Canada Ltd., 175 Hillmount Rd., Markham, Ontario, Canada L6C 
1Z7. Periodical postage paid at Jefferson City, MO 65102 and at additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send notice of address changes and undeliverable copies to SCHOLASTIC SCOPE, 2931 East McCarty 
St., P.O. Box 3710, Jefferson City, MO 65102. 

©2021 Scholastic Inc. SCHOLASTIC, SCOPE, and associated logos are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc. All Rights Reserved. Materials in this issue may not be reproduced in whole or in part 
in any form or format without special permission from the publisher. Printed in the U.S.A.

Activate your account at scope.scholastic.com 

For use  
at home or  
at school!

Be sure to create a classroom password so your students 
can access Scope from anywhere.
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Our Thriving 
Community

The Scope Facebook group is  

where it’s at! Join your fellow 

teachers to share ideas, ask 

questions, and be supported.  

facebook.com/groups/ScopeMag
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