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Key Ideas
NONFICTION: “The Bear Attacks That Changed America,” pages 4-10
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Directions: Fill in the chart below with information from “The Bear Attacks That Changed America” to explore how the 
relationship between grizzly bears and humans has changed over time and why. 

Question Answer

1. �How did the earliest 
inhabitants of North 
America view and treat 
grizzly bears?

2. �How did explorers Lewis 
and Clark portray grizzly 
bears in their writings? 
How did this affect the 
relationship between 
humans and grizzly bears?

3. �What did scientists learn 
about grizzlies in the mid-
20th century? How did this 
affect the way Americans 
viewed and treated grizzly 
bears?

4. �From the early 1900s up 
until the “night of the 
grizzlies” in 1967, what 
was the relationship 
between grizzlies and 
humans like in Glacier 
National Park? 

5. �How did the relationship 
between humans and 
grizzlies change after the 
“night of the grizzlies,” 
and why?


